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EurCOLD. Member countries & Objectives

Encourage EWG and European Symposia

Encourage cooperation and exchange information 
among European countries

Provide expert technical advice in relation to dam and 
reservoir safety, where requested

Participate in public relations activities to explain social, 
environmental and economic benefits of dams

Promote co-operation in professional training of Young 
Professionals

MAIN OBJECTIVES

27 European member 
countries

Constituted in 1995



EWG: 
Overflowing 

& 
Overtopping 

Erosion

EWG: Levees 
and Flood 
Defences

EWG: Dam 
Legislation

EWG: 
Penstocks 

and Pressure 
Shafts

EWG: Dams
and 

Earthquakes

EWG: Dams 
in the 

context of 
EU policies

EWG: 
Internal
Erosion

EurCOLD. Current EWGs, TFs and R&D actions

R&D action: 
ETIP 

Hydropower

TF: Dams 
and 

Territories

TF: Dams & 
Reservoirs 

Day

Ad Hoc: 
Public 

awareness 
strategies 

Organize Meetings, Workshops, Seminars, Symposiums, etc. 

7 active EWGs 2 TFs and 1 Ad Hoc

Related to actions to promote 
public awareness

Provide cooperation, exchange of information 
and YPs integration 



European SYMPOSIA

EurCOLD. Main tools & Actions

EWGs & TFs R&D actions

Finished: Hydropower 
Europe

Public awareness

Ongoing:

ETIP Hydropower

Dams & Reservoirs Day 

May - June 2025

EurCOLD Manifesto 
Information could be found on the
EurCOLD website and LinkedIn:
https://eurcold.apambiente.pt
LinkedIn: ICOLD European Club (EURCOLD)

Last: 12th EurCOLD
Symposium, “The role 
of dams in the energy 
transition”

Interlaken 
(Switzerland), 
September 2023 

12 EWG completed 
their task

Next 13th EurCOLD
Symposium

Bydgoszcz (Poland), 
September 2026

7 active EWG

2 Task forces

1 Ad Hoc Group



Dams & Reservoirs Day. Objectives and structure

Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-
vol2-84171.pdf

Annual celebration established by EurCOLD for:

Celebrated in late May

1. Raising public awareness about dams

2. Engaging local communities and stakeholders

3. Educating children and young people

4. Providing students and young professionals information on the 
sector

5. Promoting interactions between professionals

Events are organized by National Committees (e.g. ITCOLD), 
information is shared and disseminated by National Committees, 

with the coordination of EurCOLD



Dams & Reservoirs Day. Objectives and structure

Events take place in parallel across Europe, a short 
period before & after the nominal date

Technical visits and study days to mobilize and 
trigger (young) professionals and university 
students interest 

Visits & excursions at dams (children, public)    

Seminars and workshops on dam engineering

Sports and other activities (e.g. cultural) at 
dams and their reservoirs

Promotion on social media and the press

2024

2025

..here in Sardinia!



Dams & Reservoirs Day. 2024 Inaugural celebrations in numbers

Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-vol2-84171.pdf

19 European ICOLD National 
Committees supported the 

inaugural celebrations

19 seminars, workshops, 
webinars, symposiums

34 onsite visits (for 
professionals, universities, 

schools, general public) 

Other actions (e.g. podcast, 
~1000 leaflets for distribution to 

schools, happenings, activity 
games for kids, online 

campaigns, video of dams)
Photo: ITCOLDPhoto: ITCOLD

Photo: POLCOLD

Photo: PTCOLD

Total participants recorded approximately: 3440 professionals & students

The event was celebrated for the first time on May 29th 2024



Dams & Reservoirs Day. 2024 Inaugural celebrations in numbers

Collaboration with 66 partners for 58 events around Europe

School students; 
260; 7%

University students; 
760; 22%

Young Professionals; 
780; 23%

Senior Professionals 
and Public; 1640; 

48%

National Events Participants Seniority

School students University students Young Professionals Senior Professionals and Public

Photo: GCOLD

66 Partners

Dam Owners / 
operators

Universities

Schools
Associations / 
Committees

Authorities 

Consultants

Partners Type



Dams & Reservoirs Day. 2024 Inaugural celebrations in numbers

EurCOLD LinkedIn page tripled its followers in less than 10 days
(around 600 new followers) 

Photo: GCOLD
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EurCOLD LinkedIn page - New followers metrics

Total followers

The Online Campaign was 
supported and promoted by 
ICOLD, International Water 
Power & Dam Construction, 
ETIP Hydropower, many 
Dam Owners & Operators, 
Engineering and Consulting 
Companies around Europe

~1000 direct (and indirect) likes, ~80 

reposts, ~18% mean engagement 

rate 



Dams & Reservoirs Day. 2024 Inaugural celebrations in numbers

New followers are based mainly in Europe (around 70%)

Photo: GCOLD

New followers are mainly from dam and hydropower industry (companies, 
administration, universities, research centres, etc.)

The 2024 celebration has 
been successful to engage 
our industry. Target to 
widespread messages to 
other sectors and the public 
at large ..and geographically.
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Comunication campaign included a Press Conference (May 9th 2025)

Dams & Reservoirs Day. 2025. Ongoing event

Photo: GCOLD

GCOLD

ICOLD 
YPF

PTCOLD

ITCOLD

TRCOLD
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First issued in 2016

EurCOLD Manifesto

The European ICOLD Club 
(EurCOLD), by means of this 
document, aims to create 
awareness in Europe on the role 
that water reservoirs and dams play 
in our lives and, consequently, call 
for a smarter governance 
framework.

The MANIFESTO represents a commitment by the European dam industry to the 
effective, efficient, socially concerned, transparent and responsible management of 
water resources.

This is EurCOLD´s core document of the Dams & Reservoirs Day

Revised, updated and 
upgraded version, recently 

approved in May 2025
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Workshop Dighe e Territorio. La realtà della Sardegna. 6-7 giugno 2025

Grazie! Thank you!

We thank all organizations and National Committes to support and participate in 2025 
celebrations and we encourage on the following years!

EurCOLD Website: https://eurcold.apambiente.pt/

EurCOLD LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/icold-european-club-eurcold/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/icold-european-club-eurcold/
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